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AN EXPER IENT IAL LEARN ING COURSE
TO UNDERSTAND CONTEXTUAL IS ING

ARCH ITECTURE IN EUROPE

Trevi Fountain in Rome, Italy
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European architecture is an amalgamation
of art, architecture, history and design.
Over the centuries, there have been many
different influences and architectural styles
developed across Europe. From the
Renaissance, Gothic and Baroque to the
Art-Deco, Modernism and Futurism
movements, Europe is a fine example to
understand the history and development
of architecture in a global, contemporary
context. Participants will get to visit sites
showcasing different architectural styles.
This will help in understanding the
incorporation of aesthetics and form along
with the function, context and
surroundings of each site.

Casa Mila by Antoni Gaudi

Antoni Gaudi



T H E  A R C H I T E C T U R E
E X P E R I E N C E

Sagrada Familia
by Antoni Gaudi

The best approach to growing as
an architect is to learn from
experiencing and observing. The
Architecture Experience aims to
do just that. Participants get to
observe contextual architecture
through site visits and interactions,
and document the learning in a
themed narrative for later
referencing.

These visits will focus on observing
and learning about the importance
of contextualising architecture, the
history of different architectural
styles and techniques, importance
of design, its influence on
architecture around the world,
sustainability and other aspects
which draw scores of visitors to
European architecture. The visits
will foster a deep understanding of
city planning, old architecture and
its conversion to new, mobility
driven infrastructure, while working
on a documentation project across
different themes.
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The Architecture Experience is
designed with the intent of
enhancing architectural
understanding. To this end, a short
project is included as part of the
experience. The idea of the project
is to refine an existing project with
the ideologies of integrating
traditional methodology in
contemporary architecture.

This project will include a pre-tour
assignment. Participants will be given
an existing project in which they will
have to conduct a basic SWOT analysis
and identify areas that could be
enhanced by ideologies of how to
contextualise architecture. When on
the tour, participants will review their
on-site notes and observations and
highlight important aspects that could
be relevant to adapting and improving
their own projects. At the end of the
tour, participants will prepare and
present a conceptual revision of the
projects which will then be discussed
and reviewed by the curator. The
discussion will cover the feasibility and
impact of their design modifications
and how to proceed post-trip.

P R E - T O U R
A S S I G N M E N T ,
O N  S I T E
O B S E R V A T I O N S ,
P R O J E C T  R E V I E W

0 4

C A P S T O N E
P R O J E C T  O V E R V I E W

Project work by the
October 2019 batch - A pop

up pavilion design



R E L E V A N T
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O P P O R T U N I T I E S ,
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W H A T  I S  I N  I T
F O R  M E ?
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Participants get to understand the
influence of history, art and design
in architecture across different
periods, and observe how sites are
adapted for today's use.
Participants also get to understand
how sustainability is approached
in the projects visited, and the
solutions devised.

Section Design of MAXXI - National Museum
of 21st Century Art by Zaha Hadid Architects.

From a learning perspective, participants
get to understand how their domain of
interest approaches sustainability in the
urban context, and how they can work
towards Sustainable Development Goals
in their projects.

At the end of the Experience, participants
will have an improved practical
understanding of  what they study  in
college and learn how to implement these
strategies into their own projects,
enhancing their portfolios.

Participants also get
internship  opportunities from our
partners,  and the  more innovative their
design proposal  is, the  better the
chances of getting the internship.

https://www.zaha-hadid.com/architecture/maxxi/
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DAY 1
Arrival in Paris, France.
Orientation  on the structure of the
tour visits and project.  Finalisation of
teams, and the participants’
individual roles and responsibilities
within the team will be defined.
Places to visit: Neighborhood
exploratory walk, Eiffel Tower (outside
visit).

DAY 2
Topic of Discussion: History and
transition of French architecture over
different periods – Renaissance,
French Baroque & Classicism, Rococo,
Neo-classicism, Art Nouveau and Art
Deco.
Places to visit: Bibliothèque Nationale
de France (public access areas),
Louvre Museum, Communist Party
Headquarters (outside visit).
Cultural Visit: Notre Dame
Cathdedral, Saint Chapelle.

DAY 3
Topic of Discussion: Haussmann
Architecture and its influence on
modern-day Paris.
Places to visit: Les Docks: City of
Fashion and Design, Centre George
Pompidou, Fondation Louis Vuitton,
Philharmonie De Paris (outside visit).
Cultural Visit: Palais Garnier, Place De
La Concorde, Arc De Triomphe,
Basilique Du Sacre-Coeur de
Montmarte.

DAY 4
Morning Arrival in Lille.
Topic of Discussion: French
Renaissance revival architecture and
its influence on the global
architectural movement.
Places to visit: Notre Dame de la
Treille, Stock Exchange building
(outside visit), Chambre De
Commerce, Citadelle de Lille.
Cultural visit: Old Town.

DAY 5
Topic of Discussion: The rise of
contemporary modernism in a
classical background.
Places to visit: Museum of Modern
Art, Villa Cavrois, Euralille Youth
Center.

*All places are subject to change based on availability/permissions, and food is not included on the free days.
Cultural Visits are not part of the itinerary but are recommended areas to shop and explore the city.

DAY 6
Arrival in Barcelona.
Topic of Discussion: Historic evolution
of Catalan and Spanish architecture.
Places to visit: Barcelona Cathedral
and Gothic Quarter, MACBA, Casa
Mila, Casa Batllo.
Cultural visit: Parc Guell, Portal De
L’angel, Carrer D’Avinyo.

DAY 7
Topic of Discussion: Urban planning,
Barcelona city grid and the concept
of superblocks.
Places to visit: Sagrada Familia, Agbar
Tower & Design Museum of
Barcelona (outside visit), Bunkers del
Carmel.
Cultural visit: Passaeig de Gracia.
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DAY 12
Topic of Discussion: Contemporary
architecture and the global context
Places to visit: Maxxi Museum,
Auditorium Parco della Musica
(outside visit), Church of 2000
(Jubilee Church).
Cultural Visit: Mercado de Porta
Portese, Tor Marancia Street Art,
Corte Suprema Di Cassazione.

DAY 13
Topic of Discussion: Understanding
material usage in the architecture of
Rome.
Places to visit: Th e Pantheon, Chiesa
de Santa Susanna, Fontana De Trevi,
Piazza Del Campidoglio.
Cultural Visit: S an Carlo alle Quattro
Fontane, Palazzo Farnese, Scalinata
di Trinità dei Monti (Spanish Steps),
C hiesa di Sant'Andrea al Quirinale.

DAY 8
Topic of discussion: External global
influences in Barcelona’s
architecture.
Places to visit: El Pabellón de
Barcelona, Caixa Forum, Santa
Catarina Market, Forum Building &
Museu Blau.
Cultural visit: Las Ramblas, Mercat
dels Encants, Botanical Gardens, Bac
de Roda bridge.

DAY 9
Topic of discussion: The varying
degrees of modernism in present-day
Barcelona.
Places to visit: Walden 7 (outside
visit), Natural History Museum, Palace
of Catalan Music.
Cultural visit: El Born, Placa de Sant
Josep Oriol.

DAY 14/15
Culmination of project work / Free
Day.
Departure to India  or home country.

*All places are subject to change based on availability/permissions, and food is not included on the free days.
Cultural Visits are not part of the itinerary but are recommended areas to shop and explore the city.

DAY 10
Morning arrival in Rome, Italy.
Topic of Discussion: Understanding
Rome's Historic Layer.
Places to visit: Colosseum, Foro
Romano.
Cultural visit:  Trajan’s Market.

DAY 11
Topic of Discussion: Romanesque
architecture due to the rise of
monasticism and the blend of
Renaissance, baroque and
neoclassical architecture.
Places to visit: Vatican City – St.
Peter’s Basilica and Square,
Necropolis, The Vatican Museum and
Sistine Chapel.
Cultural visit: Apostolic Palace,
Pauline Chapel.



C U R A T O R
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The Architecture Experience Japan is
curated by Rachita Bhonsle, who will
also be accompanying the participants
on the tour. Rachita is a senior architect
at a private firm which specialises in
high-rise buildings and high-density
residential communities. She has a
background in environmental policy
management, sustainable design, and
energy-efficient planning.

Rachita has worked mainly in the
residential, hospitality and educational
sectors. She is passionate about
climatology-based design, the
environmental impact of built spaces
and sustainable site planning. These
principles have driven her work for the
last decade. 

Curator -
Ar.  Rachita Bhonsle
(B.Arch)

2007-2012 B.Arch, MS Ramaiah Institute of

Technology, Bangalore

2012-2014 Vishwannath Associates, Bangalore

2015 Graduate Certificate Program in Energy

and Sustainability – Major in Environmental

Policy and Management, University of Denver,

Colorado, USA

2016 Rogue Architecture, Wheatridge, Colorado

2017-2023 Poornakriti Architects, Bangalore 

Timeline



ALUMNI
TEST IMONIALS

09

KRASHANG GOSWAMI
4th Year,  DIT Dehradun
Participant -  The Architecture Experience Singapore (Dec 2019)
The overall  experience was excellent.  In al l  the places we visited,  the learning
experience was highly intuit ive.  The credits for that could be given to the
technological advancements in Singapore,  and also to the amazing people who
accompanied us on this tr ip.  We got to dive into the Urban development and
housing aspects of Singapore.  My experience with Reena was amazing. She helped
and guided us about everything,  and helped us in understanding all  the aspects .  All
the experiences were actually very well  integrated, and they complimented each
other.  So personally ,  I  l iked the entire experience.  Definitely a 10 on 10!

SHHRRUTI JAIN
Architect
Participant -  The Architecture Experience Sri  Lanka (October 2019)
Studio and site visits were very well  organised but what I  loved the most were the
interactive sessions that we had with various artists and architects in Sri  Lanka.
Conversations with them were an extremely enriching experience.  I  got a better
understanding in material  selection,  and the integration of nature in the landscape
was eye opening. Prithy and Kshiti ja curated the experience extremely well  and I  got
to learn a lot from them. About the places as well  as the f ield in general .  It  was a
great experience altogether!  Very well  planned especial ly keeping in mind the fact
that we were here for a decent number of days and have almost covered everything
ranging from the historic places to the modern ones.  This tr ip was worth the money
and wil l  definitely influence my design in the future.

SARAH SULEKHA
Architect
Participant -  The Architecture Experience Japan (July 2023)
The learning experience was not only with regards to architecture,  it  also included
learning about the social  and cultural environment.  I  loved how the tr ip was very
social  wherein I  got to experience both contemporary and traditional cultures in
parallel  and also get the opportunity to interact with architects l ike Florian Busch as
well  as with the locals .  Hats off  to Rachita for being so patient and posit ive in every
situation.  She made me feel very comfortable and that helped me to have a good
time. The team was very enthusiastic and comfortable to work with.  The
accommodation,  transportation and every other basic need was very comfortably
organised with the cost in consideration. .  The team was very enthusiastic and
comfortable to work with.  The accommodation,  transportation and every other basic
need was very comfortably organised with the cost in consideration.

KRIYA SHAH
4th Year,  Appasaheb Birnale College Of Architecture,  Sangli
Participant -  The Architecture Experience Sri  Lanka (Oct 2023)
This was a productive tr ip,  and everything was enjoyable and worth it .  Especial ly the
Heritance Kandalama and Lunuganga site visits ,  and the meetings with Ar .  Palinda
and Dominic.  I  feel my planning and design approach has refined, and service-
oriented concepts have become clearer -  l ike how a balance between landscape and
built  environment has to be maintained. I  can say I  can implement al l  of  what I
learned here in Sri  Lanka!  It  was a fun learning process!  Thank you, Ankit -  your
company was pleasing!  I  had a good time. And Rachita -  wil l  always want to learn
from you.



All our Experiences are aimed at implementing and solving the 17 Sustainable Development
Goals set by the UN.

Goal no. 17, Partnerships for the Goals, is key to our Experiences, since we work with a global
team of experts to be able to add value to the learning of the participants.

The Architecture Experience focuses on 3 of the Goals primarily -

S U S T A I N A B L E
D E V E L O P M E N T  G O A L S

Goal 9: Build resilient
infrastructure, promote
sustainable industrialization
and foster innovation

Goal 11: Make cities inclusive,
safe, resilient and

sustainable

Goal 12: Ensure sustainable
consumption and

production patterns

1 0

- Develop quality, reliable,
sustainable and resilient
infrastructure, including
regional and transborder
infrastructure, to support
economic development and
human well-being

- By 2030, achieve the sustainable
management and efficient use of
natural resources

- Support developing countries to
strengthen their scientific and
technological capacity to move
towards more sustainable patterns
of consumption and production

- By 2030, ensure access for all to
adequate, safe and affordable
housing

- By 2030, enhance inclusive and
sustainable urbanization and
capacity for participatory,
integrated and sustainable human
settlement

- By 2020, substantially increase the
number of cities and human
settlements adopting and
implementing integrated policies
and plans towards inclusion,
resource efficiency, mitigation and
adaptation to climate change,
resilience to disasters



At The Happy Llamas, we curate Experiences for participants to show
them how their domains work in the real world, and how they
approach sustainability. Why?

We believe that the world has a lot to offer, and only on going out and
engaging with different cultures in different corners of the world can
one get a holistic view of life, and evolve personally and professionally.
We also feel strongly about the need to make this planet, the only one
that we have, more sustainable.

Keeping these two thoughts in mind, we work with domain and
subject matter experts to co-curate Experiences where we inspire
today's youth on how to make this world a better place to live for
themselves and their peers, and creating positive global impact in
their domains of interest.

We invite you to join us in this journey, and be a part of an inclusive
and global community of changemakers!

ankit@thehappyllamas.com
+91 8310 58 5352
www.thehappyllamas.com

Contact Us

T H E
H A P P Y  L L A M A S

1 1



A building can only be
understood by moving
around and through it,

and by experiencing the
modulation, and feel the

spaces one moves through
- from outside into

verandah, then rooms,
passages, courtyards.

Architecture cannot be
totally explained but must

be experienced

W W W . T H E H A P P Y L L A M A S . C O M

W E  A D H E R E  T O  W O R K  T O W A R D S  T H E  S U S T A I N A B L E  D E V E L O P M E N T  G O A L S

G E O F F R E Y  B A W AMAXXI Museum by Zaha Hadid Architects
Photo by Iwan Baan


