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TROP ICAL

MODERNISM

Sri Lanka is an important feature in

any architecture enthusiast’s

bucket list, being the place

Geoffrey Bawa calls home. Bawa,

considered the Father of Tropical

Modernism, pioneered a style of

architecture that blended the

ideals of his European Modernism

architectural schooling and the

intrinsic knowledge of traditional

Sri Lankan tropical architecture.

Bawa’s works – government

buildings, hotels, villas, universities

– stand apart and are so timeless

because of the dialogue his

buildings share with nature.

Parliament Building by Geoffrey

Bawa. Photo by: Sebastian Posingis
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THE  ARCHITECTURE

EXPER IENCE

Ruhuna

University by

Geoffrey Bawa.

Photo by:

Harry Sowden

The best approach to growing as

an architect is to learn from

experiencing and observing. The

Architecture Experience aims to

do just that – to take an existing

project proposal and enhance its

core architectural values by

incorporating the ideals of Tropical

Modernist design studied on this

tour.

These visits will focus on observing

and learning about the importance

of site sensitivity, different

architectural techniques – active

and passive, importance of material

selection and other aspects vital to

sustainability. The visits will foster a

deep understanding of building

with nature with an inclination to

local materials and techniques,

while working on an existing

project will illustrate the

immediate applications and

impacts of Tropical Modernist

ideals on contemporary

architecture.

7  DAYS ,

20  PART IC IPANTS ,

5  C IT IES
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LUNUGANGA ESTATE

The undisputed star of Bawa’s landscape design successes, the Lunuganga Estate has been a

constant work in progress in Bawa’s lifetime. The best place to decode the Bawa method - it

served as his 25-acre laboratory where he tested out various ideas and concepts later employed

in some of his most renowned works.The estate comprises of different sections - terraces,

pavilions, suites - with a host of distinct design ideas and inspirations, all tied by the ideology that

nature is the dominant feature of design and the finest man-made outcome is the least intrusive,

resulting in the use of only local and salvaged materials to create built spaces merging with the

open landscape.

Observe the multitudinous scope of landscape design and its ability to enhance architectural

value. Also, learn the importance of learning from doing in the architectural trade.

HERITANCE KANDALAMA

Completed in 1994, it is the first hotel outside the US to receive LEED certification. Bawa designed

this sprawling hotel with minimal intervention - the rock formations were retained and the

facade with vertical vegetation helps the building blend into its surrounding. The in-house

Biomass Gasifier and Water Treatment Plant furthermore cement its commitment to

sustainability.

Learn to respect the environment, integrate with nature and responsibly manage resources by

employing active and passive design strategies - the recurring ideologies that set this building

apart as a world-class example of sustainable architecture.

 

IMPORTANT  PLACES  V IS I TED
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AMBEPUSSA COMMUNITY
LIBRARY

This project, by Robust Architecture Workshop, is the perfect model of a sustainable approach,

transcending just architecture. This community library was built along the natural slope of the

land and without the culling of a single tree. Moreover, the construction was by a demilitarized

army crew, specifically aimed at creating opportunities for reemployment and development of

secondary skillsets.

Observe a design approach with minimal negative intervention to site and maximum positive

impact on society – the possibility of architecture as a catalyst of positive change.

HOUSE NO.  1 1

Bawa’s Colombo office and residence is a perfect example of adapting a conventional urban land

parcel into a tropical modernist expression. As plots were added, they were united by designing

courtyards to wrap around the open spaces, blending the interior and exterior together into an

open, flowing space. The sloping roofs and structural elements compliment the European

Modernism and Sri Lankan traditional styles so characteristic of Bawa’s works.

Observe how small courtyards and green corridors can effectively create a sense of openness

even in compact plots, uniting and dividing spaces as per the landscape design.
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PARLIAMENT BUILDING

Completed in 1982, the design ideologies of this building are different from Bawa’s usual stance

of organic planning and becoming one with the landscape. Here a man-made island in the

middle of a large water body hosts grand pavilions with shimmering copper roofs visible from

afar. The bold hierarchical planning and striking choice of materials makes it a structure exuding

power and commanding respect.

Observe how to use space, scale and architectural elements as a narrative tool.

SOS CHILDREN'S  VILLAGE,
GALLE

Completed in 1994, this C. Anjelandran project demonstrates that local materials and traditional

construction techniques can result in robust, functional and low-cost structures. The rooms are

airy and well-ventilated with plenty of outdoor/semi-outdoor community spaces.

Learn how to use available natural resources and traditional techniques to reduce building and

maintenance costs.
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CINNAMON BEY

Designed by Channa Daswatte, this 11-acre resort is skilfully laid out in linear patterns oriented to

the shore such as to give each of the 200 rooms a magnificent sea view. The hotel is modern and

sophisticated but also gives a generous nod to the Turkish-Moorish history of the region is terms

of its styling and aesthetics. Waste management, recycling, solar power, rainwater collection and

greywater utilisation are implemented and highly prioritised winning it a LEED Gold certification

in 2014.

Observe how a vernacular, heritage look and theme can be coupled with sustainable techniques

to produce truly world-class architecture.

SEEMA MALAKA

A modern Buddhist Temple, commissioned in the place of an older one that sank into the lake,

Seema Malaka, completed in 1978 by Bawa, is a marvel of restraint. The complex, inspired by the

ancient jungle temples of Anuradhapura, consists of three pavilions on platforms raised on the

lake, connected to each other and the mainland by floating bridges.

Learn how to use design, materials and elements of landscaping as tools to craft an ambience.

*Detailed itinerary and full list of places on page 10
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The Architecture Experience is

designed with the intent of

enhancing architectural

understanding. To this end, a short

project is included as part of the

experience. The idea of the project

is to refine an existing project with

the ideologies of Tropical

Modernism.

This project will include a pre-tour

assignment, consisting of

conducting a SWOT analysis of a

current or past project that could

be could be enhanced by Tropical

Modernist influence to become

more sustainable. When on the

tour, participants will review their

on-site notes and observations and

highlight important aspects that

could be relevant to adapting and

improving their own projects. At

the end of the tour, participants

will prepare and present a concept

revision of their selected projects

which will then be discussed and

reviewed by a panel of experts. The

discussion will cover the feasibility

and impact of their design

modifications and how to proceed

post-trip.

PRE  TOUR

ASS IGNMENT ,

ON  S ITE

OBSERVAT IONS ,

PANEL  &  JURY

REV IEW

 

PROJECT

OVERV IEW

Ambepussa Community Library by

RAW. Photo from: Terra Archives
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Participants get to understand

Tropical Modernism as a concept,

and how to apply it in an urban

context, with the aim of being

more sustainable in their solutions.

From a learning perspective,

participants get to understand how

their domain of interest approaches

sustainability, and how they can work

towards Sustainable Development

Goals in their projects.

 

At the end of the

Experience, participants will have an

improved practical understanding

of what they study in college and

learn how to implement these

strategies into their own project,

enhancing their portfolios.

 

Participants also get

internship opportunities from our

partners, and the more innovative

their design proposal is, the better

the chances of getting

the internship.

RELEVANT PROJECTS,

INTERNSHIP

OPPORTUNITIES,

UNDERSTANDING OF

TROPICAL MODERNISM

 

 

WHAT  I S  IN  I T

FOR  ME ?

Lunuganga Estate by Geoffrey Bawa
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Late  evening  arrival  in  Sri  Lanka .

Orientation  on  the  structure  of  the

tour  visits  and  project .  Finalisation  of

teams ,  and  the  participants ’

individual  roles  and  responsibil it ies

within  the  team  will  be  defined .

Day  1

Topic  of  discussion :  The  kind  of

varied  influences  and  strategies

employed  in  the  Lunuganga  Estate

gardens ,   landscaping  and  Cinnamon

Bey ’s  outstanding  efforts  to  minimise

its  consumption  of  resources  and

energy  while  maximising  recycling .

Places  visited :  Bawa ’s  Lunuganga

Estate ,  Cinnamon  Bey  Resort .

Day  4

 

EXPER IENCE

OVERV IEW

Topic  of  discussion :  Architecture

beyond  the  structure  –  as  a  socio-

cultural  tool ,  as  seen  in  The

Parl iament  and  Seema  Malaka ,

preserving  cultural  identit ies  and

Ambepussa  and  bringing  forth

posit ive  social  change .

Places  visited :  Old  Parl iament

building ,  Seema  Malaka ,  Ambepussa

community  l ibrary .

Day  2

Topic  of  discussion :  The  importance

of  spatial  planning  as  a  tool  to

maximise  appeal  and  minimise

resources  consumed  (as  seen  in

Jetwings  Lighthouse )  while  having

the  power  to  shape  a  way  of  l i fe  (as

seen  in  Vil la  Saffron ) .

Places  visited :  Vil la  Saffron  in

Hikkaduwa ,  Jetwing  Lighthouse

Hotel .

Day  5

Topic  of  discussion :  Design  conscious

of  environment  –  site-selection ,

importance  of  green  cover  and

positive  impacts  of  features  l ike  solar

water  heating ,  recycling  water  and

waste  management  in  Heritance

Kandalama .

Places  visited :  Heritance  Kandalama

Hotel  (Architecture  of  Geoffery

Bawa ) .

Day  3

Topic  of  discussion :  The  scope  of

Tropical  Modernism  as  a  cost-

effective  approach ,  achieving

functionality  and  aesthetics  while

employing  passive  planning

techniques  and  building  with   local

and  salvaged  materials .

Places  visited :  Galle  Fort ,  SOS

Children ’s  Vil lage ,  Ruhuna  University .

Day  6

Topic  of  discussion :  The  scope  of  Tropical  Modernist  design  in  urban  typologies  –

importance  and  impact  of  spatial  layout ,  landscaping  elements  and  material

selection .

Places  visited :  Ladies  College ,  Paradise  Café ,  Barefoot  Café ,  House  No  11  (Bawa ’s

House ) .

Late  night  departure  for  India .

Day  7

*All places are subject to change basis availability
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Breakfast  and  discussion  on  the  topic  of  the  day

-  The  kind  of  varied  influences  and  strategies

employed  in  the  Lunuganga  Estate  gardens  and

Cinnamon  Bey ’s  outstanding  efforts  to  minimise

its  consumption  of  resources  and  energy  while

maximising  recycling

8 :00-9 :00  am

Estate  tour  exploring  the  styles  and  treatments

of  different  parts  of  Lunuganga  estate

9 :30-12 :30  pm

Collective  exchange  of  notes  and  discussion  on

the  observations

12 :30-1 :00  pm

Free  t ime  to  revisit  unique  features  to  study

further ,  make  sketches ,  take  photographs  and

notes  of  the  visit

1 :00-2 :00  pm

Lunch  and  review  content  from  the  morning

visit

2 :00-3 :30  pm

Tour  the  different  spaces  of  Cinnamon  Bey

hotel ,  noting  the  visible  design  decisions  and

discussing  the  unseen  energy  and  waste

management  strategies

4 :00-6 :00  pm

Time  for  the  participant  groups  to  collect

material  (on  site )  for  their  case-studies

6 :00-7 :00  pm

Return  to  the  hotel  -

●  Group  discussion  of  the  day ’s  visits

●  Choose  at  least  one  aspect  from  each  visit

that  could  be  implemented  into  their  project

●  Review  the  ideas  and  data  collected  over  the

day  with  the  architect  mentor  and  discussing

how  best  these  elements  could  f it  into  their

design

●Dinner  at  the  hotel

7 :00-9 :00  pm

 

A  DAY  IN  THE

EXPER IENCE

To  get  a  clearer  idea  of  how

the  experience  is  curated ,

here ’s  a  closer  look  at  a

typical  day  in  the

Experience

Day 4

Lunuganga  Estate  by  Geoffrey

Bawa .  Photo  by :  Dominic

Sansoni

1 1



The Architecture Experience is curated

by Mohor Bose, who will also be

accompanying the participants on the

tour. Her architecture philosophy leans

towards vernacular and sustainable

architecture. Her specializations,

academic and professional, reflect this

with a keen focus on climatology,

passive architectural techniques, energy

efficiency, use of local, recycled or

renewable resources and waste

management. Architecture is a multi-

disciplinary subject and Mohor strives to

hone her craft by her other interests,

including travel, photography, drawing,

reading and writing. Her involvement

will enhance the architectural

knowledge acquired and also provide

participants with a mentor to guide

them through their on-tour project.

CURATOR

&  TOUR  LEADERCurator -
Ar.  Mohor Bose
(B. Arch, M. Arch, IGBC AP)

2009 - 2014 – B. Arch at Vastu Kala Academy,

College of Architecture, New Delhi (Final

Electives - Climatology, Intelligent Buildings,

Seismic Architecture)

2014 - 2016 – Associate Architect at architecture

firm Design Cell, Kolkata

2015 – Indian Green Building Accredited

Professional (IGBC AP)

2016 – Earth & Bamboo Construction Workshops

(Auroville Earth Institute and Auroville Bamboo

Center)

2016 - 2017 – Independent architecture, interiors

and graphics projects

2017 - 2018 – M. Arch at Institute for Advanced

Architecture of Catalonia (IAAC), Barcelona

(Self-Sufficient Buildings Research Line)

2019 – COA Energy Conservation Building Codes

Training Workshop

Timeline

1 2



Another tour leader of The Architecture

Experience is Radhika Soni. Radhika’s

interests have strongly developed

towards the study of constructive

cultures and appropriate building

techniques. For sustainable

development, she believes that there is a

confluence where both of these meet,

evolving into a holistic approach.

Since 2014, she has been working as a

project architect, and is now the lead

project architect and lecturer, with the

Auroville Earth Institute, a non-profit

organization which specializes in

earthen building technologies, focusing

on linking vernacular traditions of raw

earth construction with modern

technologies of stabilized earth.

TOUR

LEADERCurator -
Ar.  Radhika Soni
(B. Arch)

2008 - 2013 – B.Arch., Sir J.J. College of

Architecture, Mumbai (Thesis - Cultural and

Educational Corridor, Nanded)

2013 – Junior Architect, White Ant Studio,

Auroville

2014 – Architect & Training Assistant, Auroville

Bamboo Centre, Auroville

2014 – Present: Senior Architect & Lecturer –

CSEB Design course, Auroville Earth Institute

(UNESCO Chair Earthen Architecture), Auroville

Timeline

1 3

Besides the tangible, she is profoundly

enthusiastic about the intangible

aspects of different cultures. Being a

Bharatanatyam dancer, she is invariably

curious to explore expressions that

identify different cultures.



OUR

PARTNERS
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JURY

PANEL ISTS

Rosie Paul

Founder

Masons Ink Studio

Anup Naik

Director

UrbanFrame

Rajeev Malagi

Senior associate -

Urban

Development in

cities

WRI India

Ishita Shah

Faculty

Srishti Institute of art,

design & technology

Prof. Sathya

Prakash Varanashi

Founder

Sathya Consultants

Sridevi Changali

Founder

Masons Ink Studio

Sriram Kuchimanchi

Founder & CEO

Smarter Dharma

Giuseppe Morando

Design Head

UrbanFrame

Kanika Gupta

Solution design architect

Smarter Dharma



Smarter Dharma is a social enterprise facilitating behaviour change for a sustainable

future. They inspire, empower and enable organisations to progress towards decision

making for addressing and mitigating climate change challenges faced world over

 

They believe in pushing the boundaries of conventional building standards and norms to

achieve a perfect synergy of design & technology, while never forgetting the influence on all

stakeholders.

 

In the Architecture space, Smarter Dharma works with builders, designers, MEP experts and

architects on a spectrum of solutions to create ecologically and socially sustainable spaces.

Their holistic approach to building design predicts the need for resource effectiveness and

behaviour change to create communities that are sustainable and resilient.

 

As a partner, Smarter Dharma will be involved in ideating with students on their briefs, and

be a part of the jury reviewing the projects.

 

More can be found out about them at www.smarterdharma.com
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Masons Ink Studio is an all-encompassing design and construction firm with a special focus

on sustainable architecture and Heritage Conservation. Since their inception, their designs

have thrived on strong principles of ecological sensitivity and minimising the impact on the

environment. They are a team of enthusiastic, like-minded individuals who strive to bring

about a difference in the construction and conservation sector.

 

Known for their commitment to excellence, Masons Ink was awarded the Best Young

Practice for the year 2018 by Vanitha Veedu Awards -  a leading architectural magazine.

They have worked on a wide range of projects across multiple sectors and typologies

ranging from large urban master plans to private residences.

 

They believe that knowledge transfer plays a huge role in their responsibility as architects

and so they conduct hands-on training courses and workshops for masons, professionals

and students of architecture on various techniques of construction and conservation.

 

As a partner, Masons Ink will be involved in ideating with students on their briefs, be a part

of the jury reviewing the projects, and offer internship opportunities to deserving candidates.

 

More can be found out about them at www.masonsinkstudio.com

 

MASONS  INK

STUD IO

1 6



UrbanFrame (A Space Matrix company) has been involved with various projects and across

multiple verticals dealing with Master Planning, residential, transportation, hospitality,

universities, high rises, healthcare, sports infrastructure and specialised buildings.

 

As a director, Anup Naik has been the driving force behind Space Matrix and UrbanFrame’s

holistic approach to green architecture, zero energy developments, Master planning and

Urban Design.

 

Having been actively involved in the profession for 25 years, Anup believes in creating

unique, innovative and dynamic design solutions for the benefit of people, projects and the

planet. He is extremely passionate about user centric design and sustainable design. He is

inspired by the seamless incorporation of sustainable elements in ancient buildings, and

believes the challenge for modern architects is to understand and utilise these ancient

techniques in today’s context.

 

His work experience has spanned across various countries like Morocco, Singapore,

Malaysia, Thailand, Kenya, Vietnam and across India.

 

He has been a recipient of various awards like the CWAB Award 2017, International Property

Awards 2014, Archidesign Awards 2014, Asia Pacific Property Awards 2013, Cityscape Awards

Dubai 2012, CoreNet Global Innovator Awards Arizona (USA) 2010, and Bruce Russels

Sustainable Leadership Award for Sustainable Development,USA 2010,

 

As a partner, UrbanFrame will be involved in ideating with students on their briefs, be a part

of the jury reviewing the projects, and offer internship opportunities to deserving candidates.

 

More can be found out about them at www.urbanframe.com

 

 

URBANFRAME
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SATHYA

CONSULTANTS

Sathya Consultants has been professing and practicing cost effective, culturally appropriate,

contextually local and eco-friendly architecture for the last 26 years. The firm is headed by

Prof.  Sathya Prakash Varanashi.

 

Sathya studied architecture at Bangalore, Urban Design at Delhi and Heritage Conservation

at England. An adjunct professor of Architecture, he has been involved in academics,

outreach activities, freelance writing, professional associations and NGO initiatives. Early on,

he was attracted to designs ideas rooted in cost, culture, climate and creativity, thanks to

the influence of architects like Lauri Baker, Shankar Kanade, Jaisim, A.G.K. Menon & K.T.

Ravindran.

 

As an academician with 30 years of involvement, Sathya has been involved in varied

educational activities including regular class room teaching, participatory workshops, design

walks, heritage walks, 5 senses walks, curricular advices, design studios, faculty training

sessions, hands on building sessions, speaking and moderating in related sessions.

 

As a partner, Sathya Consultants will be involved in ideating with students on their briefs, be

a part of the jury reviewing the projects, and offer internship opportunities to deserving

candidates.

 

More can be found out about them at www.sathyaconsultants.wordpress.com



All our Experiences are aimed at implementing and solving the 17 Sustainable Development

Goals set by the UN.

 

Goal no. 17, Partnerships for the Goals, is key to our Experiences, since we work with a global

team of experts to be able to add value to the learning of the participants.

 

The Architecture Experience focuses on 3 of the Goals primarily -

 

SUSTA INABLE

DEVELOPMENT  GOALS

- Develop quality, reliable,

sustainable and resilient

infrastructure, including regional

and transborder infrastructure, to

support economic development

and human well-being

- By 2030, achieve the sustainable

management and efficient use of

natural resources

 

- Support developing countries to

strengthen their scientific and

technological capacity to move

towards more sustainable patterns

of consumption and production

- By 2030, ensure access for all to

adequate, safe and affordable

housing

 

- By 2030, enhance inclusive and

sustainable urbanization and

capacity for participatory,

integrated and sustainable human

settlement

 

- By 2020, substantially increase the

number of cities and human

settlements adopting and

implementing integrated policies

and plans towards inclusion,

resource efficiency, mitigation and

adaptation to climate change,

resilience to disasters

Goal 9: Build resilient

infrastructure, promote

sustainable industrialization

and foster innovation

Goal 11: Make cities inclusive,

safe, resilient and

sustainable

Goal 12: Ensure sustainable

consumption and

production patterns
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At The Happy Llamas, we curate Experiences for participants to show

them how their domains work in the real world, and how they

approach sustainability. Why?

 

We believe that the world has a lot to offer, and only on going out and

engaging with different cultures in different corners of the world can

one get a holistic view of life, and evolve personally and professionally.

We also feel strongly about the need to make this planet, the only one

that we have, more sustainable.

 

Keeping these two thoughts in mind, we work with domain and

subject matter experts to co-curate Experiences where we inspire

today's youth on how to make this world a better place to live for

themselves and their peers, and creating positive global impact in

their domains of interest.

 

We invite you to join us in this journey, and be a part of an inclusive

and global community of changemakers!

ankit@thehappyllamas.com

+91 8310 58 5352

www.thehappyllamas.com

Contact Us

THE

HAPPY  LLAMAS
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WE  A DH E R E  T O  WOR K  T OWA RD S  T H E  S U S T A I N A B L E  D E V E L O PM E N T  GO A L S

A building can only be
understood by moving
around and through it,

and by experiencing the
modulation, and feel the

spaces one moves through
- from outside into

verandah, then rooms,
passages, courtyards.

Architecture cannot be
totally explained but must

be experienced

G E O F F R E Y  B A W A

WWW . T H E H A P P Y L L AM A S . C OM


